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THE CIRCULAR 


Has forits fundamental principles the Religion of the Bible 
and the Socialism of the Primitive Church, Its aim, however, 
isto give its readers alsoa supply of general intelligence, and 
the news of the day. 

Terms—Free, to those who choose to receive freely: One 
Dollar per annum to those who prefer to pay. 

Specimen numbers will be sent to those requesting them.— 
Any subscriber wishing to discontinue his paper,should return 
usa copy with his nameand residence written upon it,and the 
simple order, ‘ Discontinue.’ 

Address ‘‘ THE CIRCULAR, Oneida, N. Y.”’ 





Support of the Circular. 


As will be seen by the foregoing terms, the 
Circular is offered to those who wishit, as the 
gospel is, without money and without price.— 
It is supported at present, first and principally, by 
the funds of the Oneida Community and its branch- 
es; secondly, by the free contributions of its friends 
and a few remittances from those who choose to pay 
for it. Our expectation, however, is that the idea 
ofa Free Dairy Reuieiovs Press, as the comple- 
ment and consummation of Free Schools,Free Church- 
es, and Free Benevolent Societies, will gradually 
become known, and be appreciated among all spir- 
itually minded religionists, and that thus the 
Circular, as the embodiment of that idea, will 
draw to itself a volunteer constituency, more whole- 
hearted than that which surrounds, for instance 
the Bible Society, and endows it annually with a 
revenue of three hundred thousand dollars. 





What Ought to be Done. 

1. Religion is, by right, the highest teacher of 
mankind, and ought to use the most commanding 
instrumentality. 

2. The press is, at this day, the most commanding 
instrumentality of instruction. Therefore religion 
ought to lay out its strength not in the pulpit but 
on the press. 

8. Journalism is the superior function of the 
press—more effective than book-making, because 
more continuous and universal in its operation. Re- 
ligion ought, therefore, to take the lead in Jour- 
nalism. 

4. The Daily Press is the highest form of Jour- 
nalism—as much more effective than the weekly 
press, as the latter is more effective than book-mak- 
ing,and for thesamereason. Religion ought there- 
fore to ascend from the pulpit to the sanctum of the 
Daily Press. 

5. Believing that what ought to be done can be 
done, the publishers and friends of The Circular, 
in the name of the Christian religion, have pur- 
posed and are preparing to institute a Daily Reli- 
gious Press. 


Che Oneida Community, 


MANUFACTURERS OF 
Superior Steel-Traps, for hunters and frontier 
mens Enameled Traveling-Bags; Palm- 
Leaf Hats; Caps; Satin Cravats, &c. 
DEALERS IN 
FRUIT ORNAMENTAL TREES, GRAPE VINES, 
STRAWBERRY PLANTS, &c., 
Green & Preserved 
FRUITS AND VEGETABLES; 
ALSO IN 
SEWING, SADDLERS', EMBROIDERY AND MACHINE SILKS, 


Orders for any of the above articles directed to 
THE COMMUNITY, Oneida, N. Y. 


will receive prompt attention. 
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Publications. 


THE BEREAN; A Manual for the help of those 
who seek the Faith of the Primitive Church: an 
ostrvo volume of 500 pages.—By J. H. Noyes. 
Price, $1,50. 

The Berean contains free, outline discussions of the great 
Religious topics of interest: Salvation from Sin, The New 
Birth, ‘he Second Coming, Resurrection. Origin of Evil, Our 
Relations to the Heavenly Church, Abolition of Death, Con- 
densation of Life, &c. &c.—treated strictly according to 
Bible evidences, but developing many new and interesting 
conclusions, differing widely from those of the old Theology 
Allwho wish to understand Brstr Communism—its constitu- 
tional basis, and prospects of should acquaint them 
selves with the contents of this book. 


BIBLE COMMUNISM; A Compilation from the 
Annual Reports and other publications of the 
Oneida Association and its branches; presenting, 
in connection with their History, asummary view 
of their Religiousand Social Theories. 128 pages, 
octavo. Price 50 cts. 


SALVATION FROM SIN; Explained and de- 
fended by J. H. Norrs. Pamphlet 64 cts. 


“= Past Volumes of the Circular and the 
Perfectionist, can be furnished ; and any of the 
above Publications may be sent by mail to allparts 
of the country. 








The Oneida Community: 
Where and What it is. 


—The Community consists of about 215 members, 
comprising men, women, youth and children, nearly 
in equa! proportions. They cultivate 386 acres of 
their own land, in the towns of Lenox and Vernon, 
State of New York ; Post Office address, Oneida, N. Y. 
For an account of their manufactures and produc- 
tions, see the preceding card. 
—The Community has been established here eleven 
years, and is self-supporting. There is a branch 
community located at Wallingford, Conn., which is 
also self-supporting. 
—The Community takes its origin from religious 
faith and thorough devotion to the teachings of the 
Bible, simply and rationally interpreted. Its mem- 
bers hold, among their distinguishing points of be- 
lief, that Christ offers himself to the world, asa 
perfect savior from sin; that his Second Coming 
took place at the close of the Apostolic age; that 
the Kingdom of Heaven then founded in the invisi- 
ble world is now extending itself into visible 
humanity ; that all good and evil are the results of 
spiritual agency, and hence, that faith is the best 
medicine for both soul and body; that the age of 
miracles is not past, &c. For a full statement of 
their religious views, and the arguments therefor, 
see the Berean, a book published by the Community. 
—The social organization is that of entire Com- 
munism like that of the day of Pentecost, when ‘ no 
man said that aught of the things that he possessed 
was his own, but they had all things common.’ 
The relation of the sexes is placed, not like that of 
common society, on the basis of law and constraint, 
neither on the opposite one of mere freedom; but 
on that of INSPIRATION, TRULY DERIVED BY COMMUNI- 
CATION WITH THE SPIRIT OF Gop. For amore full 
discussion of these principles, see Bible Communism. 
a pamphlet of 128 pages, for sale here. 
—For its government, the Community has no for- 
mal constitution, code of laws, or officership, but de- 
pends on the maintenance of a good spirit, securing 
VITAL ORGANIZATION, like that which animates the 
human body, and on the exercise of rrEE CRITICISM 
on the part of allits members. Those persons who 
are the most spiritual secure the most confidence, 
and consequently have the most influence, whoever 
they are. Joun H. Noyes, as the medium by which 
these truths have been mainly developed in this 
age, is respected as atrue leader. In business, 
those persons whose attractions and capacities fit 
them for posts of responsibility are sought out and 
placed in charge of the different departments. 
—The object of the Community is to live a true 
life, setting forth in all their relations the principles 
and spirit of what they believe to be resurrection 
society. They consider themselves members and 
subjects of the Kingdom of Heaven, and their social 
innovations but as parallel movements with tele- 
graphing and railroading in the department of out- 
ward communication. They do not profess to 
have arrived at perfect results yet in many re- 
spects. How far they have attained is open 
to the inspection of all sincere and well-behaved 
people who will take pains to read their writings, 
understand their principles, and make known their 
wish for a personal visit at the Community. 
—-The circumstances of the Community are at pres- 
ent adverse to receiving new members. Their princi- 
pal dwelling and their outlying buildings are full 
to the extent of their convenient capacity. Plans are 
in contemplation, on the first moment of attaining 
the requisite means, to build» much larger and 
better edifice than the present one, for a Community 
Home. 
—-Tue Circvutar is our weekly organ, and is of- 
fered on such terms as make it accessible to every 
one. Those who receive its spirit and have the 
ability to do so, will deal generously with the Com- 
munity in sharing its expense, and contributing to 
jts usefulness. To the poor it is offered as a gift. 
The following may serve as a condensed formula of 
PRINCIPLES AND MEASURES. 
The Kingdom of Heaven, established by Christin the 
interior sphere at his Second Coming, A. D. 70. 
Unity of all believers in this world and in Hades, 
with the Kingdom in the Heavens. 

Resurrectien of the Spirit. by the faith and confes- 
sion of Christ, abolishing Sin and Selfishness. 

Resurrection of the Body, as a sequence of the fore- 
going, overcoming Disease, renewing Youth, and 
abolishing Death. 

Community of Property of all kinds, with Inspira- 
tion tor distribution. 

nesting together in Association, or Complex Fami- 

en Churches and Home Schools. 

Meetings every Evening. 

Lord’s Bupper at every Meal. 

Free Criticism the Regulator of Society. 

Horticulture the leading business for subsistence. 

A Daily Press, divorcedfrom Mammon, and devo- 





ted to God. 
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Talk to the Children, 


Jesus Christ had a very happy home in 
heaven with the Father. But he did not 
think it good to enjoy himself, and leave 
this world to go on in wickedness. He 
left his beautiful home and came into this 
world, and went about doing good and 
teaching the people. Finally he died, in 
order that he might give other folks the 
benefit of ahappy home. He did not give 
himself up to pleasure, but he found a way 
to benefit mankind, When his Father 
told him to go down and serve mankind, 
he did not grumble, but said, “I delight 
to do thy will, O God.” He went through 
suffering, and died on the cross, that 
those who believed on him might be saved. 
We must be followers of him, and be as 
willing to leave our beautiful Community 
homes as he was to leave his home with 
his Father. We must despise the idea 
of getting attached to particular persons 
and places, so that we are not ready to 
leave them at any time if God wants us 
to. Cast away all littleness of heart on 
this subject. If we are unwilling to leave 
persons and places that we love, then our 
enjoyments possess us ; but when we get 
above them and are willing to leave them, 
we possess them. 

We want to have the children grow up 
in the spirit of Christ. Then at the 
same time they enjoy pleasant things they 
will be ready to give them up. If we are 
faithful and thankful to God, we shall 
have pleasant places like this all over the 
world, and find good companions. So 
do not be contented with things as they 
are. If your circumstances are pleasant, 
let that stir up your ambition to try and 
make more pleasant places. 

The way is, to enjoy what God gives 
you, and pass along without getting sticky 
to your circumstances and playmates.— 
Strick To Gop, BUT DON’T STICK TO ANY 
THING ELSE. Now boys, if you remember 
that, you will be saved from a great deal 
of trouble that other folks have. 

At the same time the boys enjoy good 
things, they must have the missionary 
spirit, so that they would be ready to go 
any where God called them; be ready to 
give up things they are attached to when 
the Lord wants to have them—put them- 
selves into unpleasant circumstances if 
necessary. That is the way to increase 
their own enjoyment. We can always 
think that Christ has set us the example. 
He came out from the glory of the Father. 
In the midst of enjoyment he had a spirit 
of self-sacrifice that was willing to leave 
the most luxurious circumstances and 
come into this world. He delighted to 
do the will of the Father, and serve man- 
kind, more than he did to enjoy his beau- 
tiful circumstances. 

In the world they cultivate an attach- 
ment to persons and places, and think it 
a kind of virtue. Yet with their mode 
of life, they have to be separated ; first 
when they are married, and then when 
they die. The young are attached to 
their brothers and sisters, but that con- 











nection is broken up when they are mar- 


ried. After they have got their second 
home, they have to prepare for death. 
Now we are getting delivered from that 
evil both ways, and cultivating the mis- 
sionary spirit. Society will finally be 
organized so that people will not have to 
leave home—there will be homes every 
where, 

We are laboring to destroy death under 
the power of the gospel. God promises 
to wipe away all tears from our eyes.— 
How is it possible for people to stop ery- 
ing, so long as those that leve one another 
are being separated and scattered by mar- 
riage and death? This world will bea 
sorrowful, weary world, as long as_ people 
are liable to be torn away from one an- 
other in that way. 


“ By Love Serve @ne Another.” 


True love is self-sacrificing in its nature, 
and has nothing in it which savors of 
the idol worship which novelists term love, 
It abounds in self-denial that is devoted to 
the good of others—seeks the good of all— 
its origin is in God, the fountain of love ; 
therefore it is not impoverished, but bless- 
ed in giving. Love is that spirit of ser- 
vice, so constantly shown in the unwearied 
labors of Paul—the all absorbing passion 
which sustained Christ amid contradic- 
tions, cruel mockings, scourgings, and 
even death for his enemies, 

God made known to the world the ex- 
ceeding riches of his love, in sending his 
Son to test his strength with the prin- 
cipality of evil. And Christ’s power to 
save was doubtless not determined by any 
outward position of advantage that his in- 
carnation afforded, so much as by the 
strength of his love, which led him to 
deny himself for the good of others, and 
thus to draw hearts unto the Father. So 
ultimately the character of our spirits will 
be determined by our receptivity toChrist ; 
for if we live in the interior, loving element 
of Christ’s spirit, we shall necessarily draw 
hearts to God. 

We have a good illustration of the true 
spirit of service, in Christ’s reply to the 
mother of Zebedee’s children, when she 
desired of him that her two sons might 
sit, the one on his right hand and the 
other on his left, in his kingdom. He an- 
swered, “To sit on my right hand, and on 
my left, is not mine to give, but it shall 
be given to them for whom itis pre- 
pared of my Father.” This request 
moved the other ten of the disciples to 
indignation. Ther Jesus called them 
unto him and said, “Ye know that the 
princes of the gentiles exercise dominion 
over them,” &c. “But it shall not be so 
among you: but whosoever will be great 
among you, let him be your minister ; and 
whosoever will be chief among you, let 
him be your servant: even as the Son of 
man came not to be ministered unto, but to 
minister, and to, give his life a ransom 
for many.—-E. G. H. 








...- Repentance should be a permanent state of 
the heart. The wound is the channel through 
which the river of life flows into us. Read and 
ponder the 53d chap. of Isaiah ; also 1 Pet. 1: 19, 
2: 20, to the end. if the wound gets healed up, 
we are too righteous to be happy. A proper reali- 
zation of the fact that Christ has borne our griefs, 
sorrows, and sins, will keep us from the extremes 





of frivolity and hypo. 
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" ONEIDA, AUGUST 9, 1860. 


Fourier and Bible Commun- 
ism.—No. 2. 
[A correspondent, whose article under the above 
title was given in the Circular a few wecks since, 
eends us the following in continuation :) 


What is the Definition of Religion, and in 
how far is Fourier’s Theory of Attraction em- 
braced by it? : 

In reply to this question, I say that it ap- 
pears to me that Religion in all cases in which 
the term is applied, signifies primarily or in 
the main—a belief in the existence of beings 
more or less superior to man, and who have 
power over him for good and for evil; and 
further, or secondarily, in principles or rules of 
human conduet, derived from considerations 
in regard to the exercise of this power, by 
obedience to which it is hoped the good may 
be increased and the evil averted. 

The believers thus become bound together 
by a coramen belief and by common princi- 
ples of correspondent action ; and this binding 
together comes moreover to be especially ex- 
pressed by forms of worship, oaths and cove- 
nants, sacraments, and institutions, from whence 
in all probability, the immediate derivation of 
the word Religion, as traced to the latin verb 
for binding and unbinding. The gencral 
meaning of Religion being thus defined, I have 
now to show that Fourier’s doctrine is em- 
braced by the definition. 

1. ‘* He teaches in regard to beings superior 
to man, and who have power over him for good 
and for evil.” 

The discovery which Fourier claimed par- 
ticularly as his own, and which is at the root of 
all his deductions and reasonings, is the Law of 
the Series, by which law is to be understood 
the general fact that all things and beings 
have been created or exist naturally in Serves 
—-that is, are the notes of a common universal 
seale of things and beings-——which has its oc- 
taves and gamut—its instrumentalities, and its 
grander orchestral combinations. 


Nature and Art are full of the necessary ex- 
amples and illustrations, and Fourier was led 
from deduction to deduction to proclaim the 
Law of the Series, as the universal fact of 
fundamental distribution; all beings and all 
things constituting immens: and corresponding 
Series or ehains of existence, the being chain 
centering or pivoting in God, that of things in 
his Throne. Fourier then continues thus : 

That the Humanity of any globe or stellar 
body whatseever, is the Spirit-Series of that 
slobe--a Hierarchy of separate or individual 
spirits—elothed with bodies fitted to their 
temporary dwelling—-graduated rank above 
rank, with centres er pivots, and transitions of 
various degrees—-and centered or pivoted finally 
as regards that especial globe, in the great stel- 
lar soul,—-the tmmediate governor or Regulator 
of that Humanity. That all living globes or 
living stellar bodies—for some are dead—have 
their humanities or Spirit-Series--graduated 
and centered or pivoted in the same way as our 
Humanity—-cach Humanity rising in rank with 
the rank of its abode--the humanity of our 
Sun being of higher grade than we who circu- 
late round him, but inferior to that higher 
Sun in Hercules round which it is said our 
whole system circulates—which again is itself 
probably inferior to some higher planetary hu- 
manity—-and so on and so on, unto the highest 
humanity of all, pivoting immediately on the 
uae Pivot of all Being, whom we term 
God. 

From this prime Pivot of all Being, Fourier 
then teaches that all Attraction descends—-hav- 
ing power over all being for good or for evil— 
holding all being together in the fundamental 
unity of the Universal Series or Scale,——-but in 
subordinately discordant or subversive unities, 
wherever the Law of the Series is ignored and 
its harmonic conditions neglected ; in subordin- 
ately accordant or harmonic unities, wherever 
the knowledge and true conditions of the Se- 
ries have been achieved; in the former case 
working tumultuously and for evil, as in an 
unruly passion-tossed mob ; in the latter, work- 
ing powerfully and happily towards its purpo- 
ses, as in a well-regulated and sufficiently led 
army. 

From the teachings of Fourier in regard to 
Beings superior to man, aud having power over 
him for good and for evil—we are thus led 
to the consideration of “the principles or 
rules of conduct which he lays down as the 
ineans of increasing the good and of averting 
the evil,”? which was the second criterium in 
the definition of a religion. 

I have already in connection with the first 
criterium alluded to both of Fourier’s fundamen- 





tal propositions, Ist, that Attractions are propor- 
tioned to Destinies; and 2d, that the Series 
distributes Harmonies: and I shall here proceed 
by first of all developing more fully his idea 
of Destinies. 

In regard to Destinies, he teaches that the 
spirits of men are eternal, but subjected to 
transition from life to life throughout eternity , 
that they alternate, viz., during the existence 
of our present world, from the intra-mundane 
to the extra~-mundane, and vice versa; the 
intra-mundane signifying our actual life, and 
the extra-mundane the life which ensues upon 
every passing away from this by what we term 
death. 

At every alternation of life the spirit like- 
wise changes its clothing or embodiment—it 
wears a terr-aqueous clothing here, but here- 
after puts on another of ether-aromal, homo- 
geneous with fire and flame. The spirit then 
in reality awakens from the sleep of our present 
life, and functionates within the limits of our 
sphere more actively than ever, and with a 
reminiscence of the past of which it is here de- 
prived. But the spirit thus transformed as 
regards body, and transferred as regards space, 
does not dwell forever beyond our visi- 
ble—it is born again irto this world, and thus 
alternates backwards and forwards from our 
visible to our invisible, until the planet itself is 
worn out and dies. A human spirit of this 
world thus accomplishes 405 intra-mundane, 
and 405 extra-mundane existences ; 810 exist- 
ences being therefore the accomplishment of ev- 
ery individual human Destiny, in its connexion 
with our present habitable globe. 

But in the fullness of time, when each indi- 
vidual spirit has accomplished the full count of 
its terrestrial destiny, the whole human spirit 
ual hierarchy must pass from the worn-out 
abode of our earth to some more glorious plan- 
etary abode, higher in rank and in capabilities 
of happiness, to recommence another career of 
Destiny as regards both the Hierarchy or total- 
ity of the Spirit-Series, and as regards the par- 
ticular destinies or alternations to and fro, 
from life to life, of individuals, and so on for 
ever and ever. 

There is, therefore, an eternity of Destiny, 
for each and for all, but apportioned into frag- 
mentary or partial existences, and all these des- 
tinies worked out by Attraction playing from its 
Supreme Fount throughout the Infinite Series 
of the spirit world, giving forth its Harmonies 
when in conditions of order, its subversions 
when in conditions of disorder. 

Hence to discover and apply the conditions 
of order, becomes the occupation of man ; and 
such indecd is his constant employment. He 
is for ever occupied in discovering hidden na- 
tural connections, and in arranging their bodily 
forms to the extent of his powers, in such 
manner as best to elicit wholesome or harmo- 
pic services. 

It is so as regards chemistry and physics, 
and it is so as regards the classification of na- 
tural history and of logic. We are always 
constructing Series of individuals and Series of 
groups, in order to make patent, read and ap- 
ply their hidden meaning. 

Well, says Fourier, it is so also in the moral 
world ; the Law of the Series prevails equally 
there ; in it the problem likewise consists in 
discovering the latent connections instituted by 
Attractions through the Series, as between man 
and man, and between man and things, and in 
arranging or conditioning both men and things, 
so that Attraction may act freely. 

Do not deem any character unharmonic, 
simply because it is incompatible with your 
own; differences of character are the requis- 
ites of Harmony ; that is the law of the Series. 
Prepare therefore the territorial, architectural 
body of your instrument, and string upon it 
your Series of 810 human characters, and 
sounds of joy and thankfulness will vibrate in 
unison. 

I have alluded here rather unpreparedly to 
the 810 characters, which according to Four- 
ier constitute the Integral Soul of man in the 
first degree. In the millions which form the 
population of our globe, this fundamental 810 
is repeated over and over again, but in grada- 
tions of pitch and of intonation; as in. the 
sphere of sound each musical instrument first 
repeats within itsclf the fundamental octave 
unto the limit of its capacity, and then finds 
its extremes of bass and treble carried further, 
and all its chords differently intoned by other 
instruments. 


The population of the globe are now scat- 
tered confusedly as regards characters, as if all 
the strings of our musical instruments were 
strung at hap-hazard; those of the violin, harp 
and piano intermingled, and without any refer- 
ence to the fundamental facts of the gamut. 
The necessary consequence is cacophony, or 
what in the moral world is termed evil. Sec- 
onds of different pitch, and different intonations 





perhaps, become married for various purposes, 
at hap-hazard and in isolation, and jar dread- 
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fully ; even the thirds and fourths and fifths 
accordant, become monotonous or jar in their 
associations; the world is full of juxtaposi- 
tions and partnerships, which proclaim the Law 
of the Series unknown and unheeded, and 
which give forth their wailings and gnashings 
to the winds, or to be condemned as inoppor- 
tune and criminal. 

And yet says Fourier, over and over again, 
the mt is formed for bliss; but the secret of 
that bliss is this—it is the secret of the Series ; 
the Series of characters is latent, indeed, but 
it exists; the evil lies not in differences of 
pitch and of intonation—that on the contrary 
is the absolute condition of Harmony; the evil 
is not in one note differing from another, but 
in the necessity of erroneous couplings. Bring 
all into fitting relations with the other notes of 
their immediate natural octave or Series, and 
give that octave even a more extended scale 
than this ; then stretch the whole in some ap- 
propriate instrumental casing, and attractions 
will breathe forth in peace and good will unto 
men, and glory to God in the highest. 

Finally, therefore, it stands thus; Fourier 
teaches of beings superior to man, stretching 
up through infinity to God. He teaches that 
these beings have power over men for good 
and for evil, which power they exert through 
the workings and influences of attraction. He 
teaches that the good may be achieved and the 
evil overcome, by a material embodiment or 
conditioning of the spirit-strings which shall be 
conformable to the all governing law of the 
Series, and that all men may thus be drawn 
into one, pivoted in God above, and on their 
planet below. 

Whether in all this I have been sufficiently 
clear, I know not ; but it appears to me as if I 
had at least shown that the teachings of Four- 
ier are, 

Ist. In regard to beings superior to man, 
-— having power over him for good and for 
evil. 

2d. In regard to the conduct to be pursued 
by men in conformity to these teachings, for 
the increasing of good and averting of evil, 
and for the drawing of men into One with God, 
with each other, and with nature, which two 
criteria were to be the criteria of a Religion ; 
and I shall now therefore proceed by some 
short remarks on the Circular’s strictures on 
my first notes, intended simply as some further 
explanations of what I have termed the Reli- 
gion of Attraction. 


REMARKS ON THE CIRCULAR’S STRICTURES. 


I commence by fully admitting that my notes 
upon the claims of the Doctrine of Universal 
Attraction, to be styled a Religion, were alto- 
gether incomplete. I did not then intend to 
define or otherwise to elaborate, but simply to 
call some attention to the claim in its general- 
ity. Ihave now, however, given my defini- 
tion of a Religion, and attempted to show 
that the Doctrine of Universal Attraction is 
embraced by it. Still, it remains for me to 
consider several points which the Circular sug- 
gests would invatidate this claim. 

Circular.—* There is a historical department in 
Religion, which is quite as important as its doc- 
trinal.” 

I think I shall be able to show that the Re- 
ligion of Attraction does contain its historical 
department, but in the first place I must take 
leave to question the absoluteness of such a re- 
oe in the constitution of a Religion. 

f Superior and Divine Powers were for in- 
stance to reveal to us to-morrow. all their in- 
tentions in regard to us for the future, together 
with some corresponding rule of conduct, it 
appears to me that our belief, in such a revela- 
tion, would be a religious belief, or a Religion, 
even although the whole historical past should 
at the same time be swept altogether from our 
memory. But it is unnecessary to make this 
point for the present, one of discussion, for the 
Religion of Attraction has its historical as 
well as its doctrinal department; which, in 
the Circular’s words shows forth “ the deal- 
ings of God with mankind in the past, forming 
a connected system of measures for the regene- 
ration of the race.”” Fourier teaches that the 
most advanced portions of our humanity have 
in the past traversed a series of Ages, which 
will be continued upwards, until the Pivotal 
period or highest Destiny of our race on this 
globe; and then again continued downward 
until its completion. 

The historical series of Ages, the progressive 
epochs of the past, are named by him, Ist, 
Edenism; 2d, Savagism ; 3d, Patriarchate ; 
4th, Barbarism ; 5th, Civilization ;—in the 4th 
ge of which we still are. Edenism is taught 
y him to be a traditional period of compara- 
tive peace and happiness, somewhat analogous 
to the babyhood of our individual lives, before 
the painful period of teeth-cutting. He teaches 
that Adam was not an individual, but a num- 





ber of human beings, sufficiently great to ena- 
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in which they were created to form and re- 
form the series dictated by Attraction. But 
at first there were no instruments of power 
over nature, either theoretical or practical ; the 
teeth of humanity were not yet cut; and the 
increase of population by pressiag upon the 
free gifts of nature—the child by outgrowin 
the supply from its mother’s breasts, incrodaoed 
want, violence, and rapine ; the series were 
dislocated,—man fell! But it was only like 
Anteeus, to gather new strength from greater 
contact with the Earth, wherewith to achieve 
a higher destiny even than that of Paradise ; 
he was now to ‘go forth under a temporary 
curse—the curse of attractions,ever pressing and 
ever unsatisfied—he was to cut his teeth in 
tears and in sorrow—he was to till the field of 
knowledge and of industry in the sweat of bis 
brow, whilst he was bringing forth the instru- 
ments of his final triumphs. 

Man had to be regenerated. He had to be 
born anew and anew, as the Child is born of 
the Babe, the Youth of the Child, the Adult 
of the Youth ; for each successive age regene- 
rates the preceding, whether in the individual, 
or in humanity. Still, the final or integral 
regeneration of adult humanity will be the re- 
installation of Paradise on Earth, the reconsti- 
tution of the Series, but with improved capa- 
bilities and instruments of enjoyment in the 
ratio of those of adult perfection to the per- 
fection of the babe. 

In so far I think that I have shown that the 
Religion of Attraction has a historical depart- 
ment which teaches of the ways of God with 
man ; that it has in short its Dynamical section, 
or asection of Social Movement, as well as 
its Statical section or that of Social Mechan- 
ism. 

Circular.—‘* We do not learn that Fourier makes 
much account of the mission of Christ or his agency 
asa spiritual Redeemer.” 

To this, I reply, that supposing even it were 
the case that Fourier made no account of the 
mission of Christ—that might prove his doc- 
trine to be unchristian and untrue, but could 
not deprive it of the title of ‘‘ a Religion.”— 
Still, I admit, that there is a distinction amon 
Religions to which I have not yet adverted, om 
which fundamentally distinguishes a religion 
such as that of Attraction, from a religion such 
as the Christian. The distinction consists not 
in substance, or in doctrine, but in origin.— 
The religion of Attraction is what has been 
termed a Positive Religion, originating in hu- 
man speculation. Christianity, on the other 
hand, claims to have colahaehel in Divine Reve- 
lation. The doctrine of Attraction, builds up 
a belief in regard to superior beings—their ac- 
tion upon man, and the re-action due by him ; 
upon a looking into the nature of Beings and 
Things, an¢a sufficient co-ordination of what 
has been seen, after the manner of all science. 
Revelation, on the other hand, is the direct 
communication of a Divine looking into Be- 
ings and Things ; hence, after all, Science and 
Revelation are both looking into the secrets of 
Creation and of Providence, only from differ- 
ent points of view, which may perhaps com- 
plete each other, and need not at all events 
necessarily contradict. 

When Galileo said his celebrated ‘ pur si 
muove,”? he did not deem that his truth could 
possibly contradict Divine Revelation, whatso- 
ever its chief expounders of the day might de- 
cide ; and since that day the whole celestial 
mechanism, with our planet shorn of its im- 
portance as centre and object of creation, and 
sunk into subsidiary insignificance, has been 
worked into the scope and even into the proof 
of Revelation. 

Fourier in the same way professed never to 
intermeddle with the domain of Revelation ; 
he said, Mine is a human looking into things ; 
let those teach Revelation who understand it 
best. I speak what is true, and cannot there- 
fore contradict the Divine; nay rather, I show 
how the promises of Christ may be accom- 
plished, how peace, plenty and good will may 
reign among men. 

Circular.—*‘ Furthermore, the doctrine of At- 
traction baldly put forth, without qualification, has 
proved and will always prove an insufficient and im- 
practicable guide.” 

But Fourier, I have shown, coes not put it 
forth without qualification ; he fully describes 
the conditions in which it may work out Har- 
mony through the “ Series.” 

Circular.—‘‘ The antagonism of two opposite and 
underived principles inhuman nature, one of good, 

the other of evil, must be taken into account, to 

modify and limit the sweep of the doctrine.” 

To this Fourier replies by bis proposition in 

regard to the ‘‘ Duality of Destiny.” We 

have seen that Destiny is always progressive, 

but always beginning and ending existences, . 
which beginnings and endings in their insuffi- 

ciencies must always of necessity be evil as 

compared with the sufficiency of the perfected 

state. Hence it is that the childhood and old 


age of the Individual are weak, imperfect and 





ble them in the conditions of immediate plenty 


evil, as compared with the strength, pbysical, 
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mental and moral, of maturity. Hence it is 
that the childhood of Humanity, (Savagism, 
Barbarism and Civilization,) is weak and im- 
perfect and evil, as compared with the promi- 
ses of its Maturity of Association. 

Fourier, therefore, has by no means ignored 
the discrimination suggested by the Circular, 
based on a notion of the origin of good and 
evil ; but whether dis notion is true or other- 
wise, must for the present be left for judgment. 

Ctircular.—* And then, [viz., ifantagonism of good 
and evil be taken into account,] the statement that 
attractions are proportioned to destinies, comes to 
mean simply that attractions flowing from union 
with Jesus Christ, are divine and sure of fulfillment.” 

Union with Jesus Christ, I understand to be 
the uniting with his Spirit, or the being one 
with him in heart for our fellow men, and in 
mind as regards the conditions of their good. 
And attractions flowing from such a union— 
that is, the attractions of liberality, generous 
affections, and self-devotedness combined with 
knowledge—cannot but be divine and sure of 
fulfillment in the appointed time. 

Circular.—“The selfish impulses of a prize fighter, 
a glutton, or a miser, belong of course to a spirit 
for which there can be no happy destiny.” 

I understand this to mean that there can be 
no happy destiny for selfish impulses or the 
spirit of selfishness. And I agree that such 
impulses and such spirits must die from the 
way—that they cannot enter the haven of rest. 
But as regards the prize-fighter, the glutton, 
and the miser, themselves, their individual 
spirits, evil for the present because we are all 
in the stage of evil, will, I should trust, par- 
ticipate in the degree of their capacity in the 
happy essential destiny promised to all. 

I must now draw to a conclusion for the 
present. Ihave attempted to show that the 
Doctrine of Attraction as taught by Fourier is 
a Religion differing only from revealed Reli- 
ligion, in a looking at and through things from 
below, instead of from above—in such manner, 
that the Religion of Science and the Religion 
of Revelation, may each contain the whole 
truth, although differently expressed, and thus 
be fundamentally types and antitypes of each 
other—or in such a manner that each shall 
contain some part truth, which requires to be 
co-ordinated with that of the other, for the 
sufficient understanding of either, and may also 
be so co-ordinated. 

Religion again is to a Social Body, what 
health is to the Individual. In their fullness 
religion and health are both expressions of the 
harmonious workings within. There can only 
be one complete Religion, as there can only be 
one complete state of health, yet there may be 
different degrees of both. 

Neither can Religion be super-imposed any 
more than health; the color in the cheeks of 
the Social Body as in the cheeks of the Indi- 
vidual, must be spontaneous, and not the rouge 
of a hypocritical morality ; for thus corpses 
may indeed be made to grin, yet corruption not 
the less prey on their vitals within. 

The Social question seems to divide itself 
into two—that in regard to the Family, and 
that in regard to the Industrial Basis, with a 
neutral ground of intellectual inquiry between 
the two and bindiug them together. 

If we were to suppose any of our large 
towns horizontally divided into layers, we 
should find the topmost to be composed of 
Families with their Social and Moral life and 
Worship ; the intermediary one, of Philosophi- 
cal and Scientific laboratories of knowledge ; 
and the lowest, of Industrial establishments, 
bearing all with Atlantean shoulders. 

If we should now again suppose these lay- 
ers of a town of 20,000 families, partitioned 
into collections of 200 families each, under a 
sufficient Moral and Religious direction or 
Providence, and each with a due equivalent 
apportionment of the Intellectual and Indus- 
trial layers, and their Providences; and the 
whole bound together by some Pivotal Body 
or Federal Providence, we should then have 
some idea of an organized town. But the 
sufficient establishment of such Providences 
seems to be altogether impossible amidst the 
confusion of 20,000 families, in their actual 
agglomerations, with here and there cornices 
and gildings above, but as a general thing in 
cellars and dampness below: and it was under 
this conviction,and fired by the re-echo of the 
teachings of Fourier, that many went forth to 
build up phalanx homes even in the wilderness. 
They had in these cases to struggle invariably 
against the difficulties incident to all industrial 
beginnings, with a novel organization and in- 
sufficient means——whilst their moral and men- 
tal Providences, their Social Religions, were 
either altogether non-existent, or an intermix- 
ture of fragmentary daubings from all sorts of 
beliefs and opinions which had not yet been 
worked into one, and which therefore could not 
hold the Family Building together, under the 
strains incident to the initial struggle for the 
continued assurance of the necessities of life 











hap of both wine and bottles. 
Failures it seems to me may be repaired by 
a newand more thorough baptism in the Truth. 
Attraction must be mn a 
the Religion, which it is in reality, completed 
if necessary in its expression by the types and 
truths of Revealed Religion ; and the Com- 
plex Family must then be built up under this 
roof, and on a sufficient but gradually extend- 
ing Industrial Basis—in all the duly ordered 
liberty of the Series. 


REMARKS BY THE CIRCULAR. 
The statement in Bible Communism, that Fou- 
rier “defers attention to the religious question 
till some centuries hence,” which we were led to 
make from the representations of those who first 
assumed to interpret his doctrines in this country, 
our present correspondent circumstantially dis- 
proves, by showing that instead of deferring the 
religious question, Fourier actually founded a new 
religion, independent of the Christian revelation, 
embracing ar elaborate cosmogony, a system of 
pneumatology, a theory of redemption and code 
of morality. This extent of proof, while it takes 
from the literal correctness of our statement, as 
applied to him, may perhaps be found to substan- 
tiate and explain a similar statement as regards 
the mass of his followers. For who could expect 
that a new religion, set up in competition with 
Christianity, and which, while professing pure 
reason, goes far beyond Christianity in the asser- 
tion of unexplained mysteries, but has no equality 
with it in spiritual power or miraculous sanction: 
who could expect that such a religion would gain 
the attention, or influence in any considerable de- 
gree the conduct, of men? ‘hat the first Pha- 
lansterians with such a religious entertainment as 
Fourier invited them to, should practically defer 
attention to the religious question, was, it seems 
to us, inevitable. All that can be said of Fouri- 
ier’s extra-mundane speculations, is, that they are 
fanciful, perhaps ingenious, but not proven. 
Fourier’s credit as a philosopher will be allowed 
by his adherents to rest mainly, we presume, on 
the celebrated Formulas—“ Attractions are pro- 
portioned to Destinies,” and “‘ The Series distrib- 
ute the Harmonies,” and their various unfoldings 
in his writings, which come within the scope of 
common perception. These two formulas seem 
to us to be no more than modernized, condensed, 
and perhaps abridged statements of truths that 
were announced in the New Testament in the 
sayings of Christ, and the writings of Paul. The 
following quotations will establish the parallel :— 
Fourier. New TesTaMent. 
Ask, and it shall be giv- 
Sen you ; seek, and ye shall 
sfind ; knock, and it shall 
be opened to you.—Matt 
If ye shall ask anything 
in my name, I wil] do it. 
——John. 
All things are yours; 
whether Paul or Apollos 
Attractions are propor-jor Cephas, or the world, 
tioned to Destinies. ‘or life, or death, or things 
present or things to come; 
all are yours; and ye are 
Christ’s; and Christ is 
God’s.—1 Cor. 


Ye are complete in him, 
which is the head of all 
principality and power.— 
Coloss. 





; As the body is one, and 
hath many members, and 
all the members of that 
sone body being many are 
gone body, so also is Christ. 
3If the whole body were an 
seye, where were the hear- 
ing? If the whole were 
‘hearing, where were the 
smelling? But now hath 
God set the members ev- 
ery one of them in the 


him. And the eye can- 
not say to the hand, I 


Harmonies, Sa ain the head to the feet, 
Ihave no need of you. 
Nay, much more those 


which seem to be more 
feeble, are necessary, &c. 
—1 Cor. 


and prophets,Jesus Christ 
himself being the chief 
corner stone; in whom all 


ees oweth unto 4 
-~ ~ or ein the Lord. 


If the doctrines here compared are not identi- 





—imperiled by many who had with devoted 'cal, they at least have a sufficient resemblance to 
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enthusiasm staked their all, on the success of 
their hopes. The preparation of the Indus- 
trial groundwork had in all cases been alone 
held in direct view, the Family in indirect ; 
and — the new wine of doctrine so ferment- 
ing in the olden bottles, as to be for the mis- Fourier omits. We admire the dense brevity of] laws of the respective countries in which they re- 
the French maxims; but we think they are 
trimmed a little too close to fill vuut the mould of 


and proclaimed as entire truth. 


body, as it hath pleased|anq ratified at Washington on the 22d of May 
last by the U. S. Secretary Cass and the Japa-|casion is said to have offered a marked contrast 
to the preceding one of Monday. No steamers 
now accompained her down the bay, no crowds 
appeared on the roofs and house-tops to watch her 
movements, and only about une hundred passengers 
It begins with the stipulation—usual in such| were on boad. Despatches received since her de- 
parture, however, indicate that the present trip 
would be more satisfactory to the excursivnists 
than the former one. A telegram of Saturday 
the 4th, from Old Point Comfort, says: “ The 
Great Eastern passed Cane Henry at 5 o’clock 
last evening. She was met and saluted by steam 

ers crowded with passengers. 
making fifteen knots an hour, beating all the boats. 
The ships of war of the United States shall| The weather was delightful. She arrived here 


The Series distribute the) have no need of thee ; nor | nese Ambassadors, in behalf of the two govern- 


members of the body|N. Y. Evening Post: 
cases—that there shall henceforward be perpetu- 


Ye are built upon the} al peace and friendship between the United States 
foundation of the apostles! and Japan; and by article second it is provided 


the building fitly framed | ¢iendly mediator in such matters of difference as 


any European power. 
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Fourier's researches into the principles of social 


what belongs to a complete destiny, and what is 
the method of distributive harmony in association, 
are doubtless of considerable value. In these re- 
searches he has traced out interesting and sug- 
gestive deductions which social students and dis- 
coverers may well avail themselves of. If we 
differ from our correspondent in our estimate of 
his standing as a religionist, we are prepared to 
learn whatever we may from his investigations 
in a lower sphere.—c. 


The Great Commandment. 


‘And one of the scribes came, and having heard 
them reasoning together, and perceiving that he had 
answered them well, asked, Which is the first com- 
mandment of all? And Jesus answered him, The 
first of all the commandments is, Hear, 0 Israel; 
The Lord our God is one Lord: and thou shalt 
love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with 
all thy soul, and with all thy mind, and with all thy 
strength: this is the first commandment. And the 
second is like, namely this, Thou shalt love thy 
neighbour as thyself: there is none other command- 
ment greater than these.” Mark 12: 28--31. 
There is a comprehensiveness in these two com- 
mandments which probably, we cannot thoroughly 
appreciate until we have made some considerable 
advances in the knowledge of the principles of the 
kingdom of heaven. ‘There is a minuteness in des- 
ignating the heart, soul, mind, and strength, which 
doubtless had a peculiar significance in the mind 
of Christ. According to our view, the meaning of 
the language is something like this; that when- 
ever we love another person, we manifest, our love 
in efforis to serve and please him: that in propor- 
tion to the extent of our love, will be the earnest- 
ness of our efforts to serve and please him, till 
finally, if our love for him 1s a complete, all absorb- 
ing passion, we will devote our whole lives and 
every faculty of our nature to his service and 
pleasure. God alone, who is the summing up of 
all perfection, 1s capable of inspiring a love like 
this. He alone can take such complete possession 
of every faculty, that it shall yield itself unre- 
servedly a living sacrifice in his service. 
Heaven is a place where God has obtained this 
complete possession of his children. There, we 
may suppose, not only prayer and singing are acts 
of worship, but work is worship; play is wor- 
ship; and every out-going of human volition is an 
expression of the love of God shed abroad in the 
heart. It is this condition alone that wholly ful- 
fills the commandment to love the Lord with all 
the heart, soul, mind, and strength. It is this 
complete absorption in the love ef God that Paul 
wished to see in the Corinthians when he said, 
‘“* Whether therefore ye eat or drink, or whatso- 
ever ye do, do all to the glory of God.” It is 
this state of our whole natures only that will 
qualify us to fulfill the second commandment 
specified above, and to actualize in this world the 
prayer of Christ, “Thy kingdom come, thy will 
be done on earth, as it is done in heaven.”? Noth- 
ing but this foundation of love springing up in 
the heart, and pervading all our faculties, will en- 
able us to uproot and overthrow the institutions 
which sin and selfishness have established in the 
world, and to plant in their stead the institutions 
of heavenly Communism.—un. J. s. 





The Treaty with Japan. 


President Buchanan has caused to be published 
the Treaty of Amity and Commerce negotiated 
in Japan by Consul Harris in 1848, brought to 
this country by the famed Japanese Embassy, 


ments. The following is an outline of the princi- 
pal provisions of the Treaty, as we find it in the 


that the President of the United States, at the 
request of the Japanese government, shal] act as a 


may arise between the government of Japan and 


and industrial organization tending to deterinine 


a 


— —— 


justify us in saying that the New Testament con-| nese vessels as they may meet on the high seas, 
tains whatever is true and good in the Fourieris-| so far as cap be done without a breach of neutra)- 
tic formulas; while its qualification connecting| ity; and all American consuls residing at ports 
the law of Attraction and the law of the Series | visited by Japancse vessels shall also give them 
with Christ, supplies an essential element which 


such fmendly aid as may be permitted by the 


side. 

It provides for the residence of a diplomatic 
agent at Yeddo, and of consular agents at other 
ports, and also of similar Japanese officials at 
Washington and our commercial cities. The 
ports which are opened to us are declared to be 
Simoda, Hakodadi, Kanagawa, Nangasaki, Nee-e- 
gata and Hiogo. These constitute the principal 
ports of the empire, and will give us a pretty 
general and easy access to its trade. 

In all these, American citizens may freely re- 

side, lease ground and purchase buildings, on the 
condition that no fortress or military building is 
to be put up, and that the Japanese authorities 
may at all times inspect their contents. In Yed- 
do and Osaca they will also be permitted to re- 
side, but particular quarters will be assigned 
them, as may be arranged between the agents of 
the respective governments. The trade is unre- 
stricted, except that the import of opium and the 
export of rice and wheat are prohibited. The 
object of this is to prevent the Japanese from get- 
ting the means of intoxication, and to keep the 
home supply of the prime articles of sustenance 
fully equal to the demand. All foreign coin will 
be current as soon a» its precise value can be as- 
certained and adjusted to that of the native coin. 
Americans committing offenses against the Jap- 
anese are to be tried in American consular courts, 
and punished according te American law. Japa 
nese committing offenses against Americans, are 
to be tried by the Japanese authorities, and pun- 
ished according to Japanese law. The American 
consular courts shall be open to Japanese creditors, 
and the Japanese courts open to American credi- 
tors, so that the citizens respectively of each na- 
tion may be enabled to recover their just claims. 
Americans in Japan are to be allowed a frec 
exercise of their religion, and for that purpose to 
erect places of worship, which will be under the 
complete protection of the law; but they must 
not injure the Japanese temples, nor interfere 
with the ceremonies, nor offer insult of any kind 
to their gods. How far this provision may be 
interpreted to allow or prevent the preaching of 
missionaries, its future operations alone can dis- 
close. 
The Japanese government is authorized to pur- 
chase or construct ships of war in our ports, and 
to engage also in its service American scientific 
men, artisans and mariners. 





Matters of Mention. 

The Great Eastern. 

The excursion trip of the mammoth vessel to 
Cape May, owing to mismanagement or negligence 
of the directors, appears to have given general dis- 
satisfaction to the excursionists. The ship itseif 
behaved well, her sailing qualities being highly 
spoken of, but according to most accounts, the 
trip was rendered uncomfortable in almost every 
respect by the want of suitable accommodations. 
The ship left New-York on Monday afternoon, 
July 30. The price of the excursion tickets, ex- 
clusive of berths and extras, we understand was 
ten dollars. This price was thought to be high 
enough to have commanded every convenience.— 
Yet it is said that but little attention was given 
to the enjoyment of the guests. Few beds, little 
water, short commons, no wash-basins, and an 
utter want of discipline, are the almost universal 
complaints. The passengers held an indignation 
meeting on deck on Tuesday morning, to give ex- 


pression to these complaints. 


Anoruer Trip.—The Great Eastern returned 
from Cape May on Wednesday morning, Aug. Ist. 


On the following day, she again left New York 


for an excursion to Chesapeake Bay, extending 


the trip to Annapolis. Her departure on this oc- 


The ship was 








render friendly aid and assistance to such Japa- 


at 6 o’clock, when her salute was returned from 
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the guns of Furt Monroe. Ata meeting held on 
board, complimentary resolutions were passed 
relative to the ship, her officers, management, 
fare, &c. Immense crowds wenton board from 
Norfolk, Portsmouth, and Old Point. 

_...In the Bank of England no fewer than 
sixty folio volumes, or ledgers, are daily filled 
with writing in keeping the accounts? To pro- 
duce these sixty volumes, the paper having been 
previously manufactured elswhere, eight men, 
three steam-presses, and two hand-presses, are 
continually kept going within the bank. In the 
copper-plate printing department, twenty-eight 
thousand bank notes are thrown off daily ; and so 
accurately is the number indicated by machinery, 
that to purloin a single note, without detection, 
is an impossibility.—Life Illus. 

...-The Tribune proposes to use the Great 
Eastern for the transportation of Beef cattle from 
this country to Europe. The expenses of work- 
ing the steamer are so heavy that passenger trans- 
portation exclusively would be a very losing busi~ 
uess ina financial point of view. Whereas, the 
dimensions of the Great Eastern are such as to 
enable her to take a large number of animals to 
Eurupe, and in a very good condition. Portland 
is the only Northern port having sufficient depth 
of water to allow the great ship to go to sea 
loaded, and it is also the terminus of the Grand 
Trunk railway, by which cattle could be trans- 
ported from the wert for shipment. 

...-A Grand Heenan Reception and Festival 
is advertised to take place at Jones’ wood, near 
New-York, on Monday next, in which it is in- 
tended to present, as nearly as possible, an imita- 
tion of the great fight between Heenan and 
Sayers at Farnborough, England, “divested of its 
unpleasant features,’’ as the advertisements say. 


..--The Prince of Wales was at the last ac- 
counts at St. John, New Brunswick. His pro- 
gress through the British provinces has been 
attended with great enthusiasm, and general ju- 
bilation. 


...-Bayard Taylor is writing a series of letters 
to the Tribune, entitled “ Travels at Home.” At 
the last accounts he was en route for the White 
Mountains. 

...-A daring feat was done about a week ago 
on the Erie and Canandaigua branch of the New- 
York and Erie Railroad, by John J. Delancey, 
engineer of a train. He was coming down a 
53 feet grade, near Millport, when he observed a 
child playing on the track ahead of his train, 
He immediately whistled for the brakes, but, on 
such a heavy grade, and in so short a distance, it 
was of no use. He made up his mind in a sec- 
ond how to proceed. He ran along to the front 
of his engine, got down on the pilot, and, when 
within six feet of the unconscious child, bounded 
from the engine, seized the child from certain 
death, and rolled with it over an embankment, 
safe and unhurt, barely clearing the engine in his 
descent, as it went thundering past.— Tribune. 

.---John G. Saxe, the poet, humorist and 
lecturer, is the Democratic candidate for Gover- 
nor of Vermont. 





Correspondence of the Circular. 

[The following letter should have appeared in our 
last paper, but it arrived too late for insertion. It 
will be seen by reference to another column, that 
the writer’s remarks about the mismanagement of 
the Great Eastern, are confirmed by the history of 
her excursion to Cape May.] 

Visit to the Great Eastern. 


New-York, July 30, 1860. 

Dear Frienps:—I have seen the Great Eastern 
—seen her externally and internally, and seen 
her in motion. Ido not know asI can tell you 
much about her that will be interesting, in addi- 
tion to what you have already read in the papers. 
Asa work of mechanical genius, and as showing 
what man can do in the way of marshaling inert 
matter, on a gigantic scale, into shapes of grace 
and beauty, and making them the servants of his 
power and will, it must be confessed that the 
great ship is a success anda wonder. Whether 
she will prove a financial success, is another ques- 
tion, and one which the future alone can decide. 
But if she does not, it by no means follows that 
her building was a folly. Some important prob- 
lems have been worked out by her already—settled 
for the benefit of all future builders of ships.— 
For one thing, it has been proved by this vessel, if 
we may judge from her trip across the Atlantic, 
that ships of her size and length will ride the 
waves far more steadily and evenly than smaller 
vessels; so much so that sea-sickness under a 





paratively a thing of the past. For another thing, 
she has proved that mammoth ships can be navi- 
gated as safely across wide oceans as the small 
craft of former ages, and it would seem far more 
safely. I am not sure but in this she corroborates 
the wisdom of the Lord God in directing Noah 
to build a vast ark in which to preserve the living 
forms of the early world, instead of building a 
fleet of smaller ships. The larger the vessel, the 
more safety amid the raging waters of a world- 
wide flood, aside from the special care and protec- 
tion of his providence. 

These things, tome, make the Great Eastern an 
interesting vessel. I wish I could picture to you 
her vast machinery, especially her paddie engines. 
I think our machinists at Oneida might see 
the travail of their soul and be satisfied, in 
the line of machinery, by a look into the won- 
derful world which Scott Russell has organized 
below the deck of Brunel’s great ship. But 
it is unnecessary to dwell on these things; 
you have seen them all described elsewhere. If 
you wish to get an idea of the size of the main 
deck, you can measure a distance of about 48 
rods in one of our meadows, intersect this in the 
middle by a line 83 feet long, then draw slightly 
curving lines from each end of this shorter line 
both ways to the ends of the longer line. Let 
these lines meet each other in a curve at one end, 
and at the other end at an acute angle, and you 
will have an idea of the size and shape of the 
upper or main deck. 

This afternoon I saw her steam down the bay. 
It was a fine sight. She moved majestically, and 
we could get a better idea of her vast size as she 
moved past the other craft in the harbor, than 
could be gut when she was lying at the wharf. 
But you must not think thateverything about 
this big ship is so fine as your imaginations have 
perhaps pictured. The body of the ship—the 
iron portion of it—appears to be well and substan- 
tially made ; there is solid satisfaction in looking 
atit. But much of the wood-work of the floors and 
partitions is shabby, and reflects no credit on the 
contractors. The floor of the upper deck is made 
of poor, knotty stuff. 

There has been moreover, something about the 
management of the vessel which has, to say the 
least, betrayed a lack of wisdom somewhere.~ 
She is always behind time. Who does not recol- 
lect delay after delay ia connection with her past 
history? Even to-day she was advertised to leave 
for Cape May at 3 o’clock, but the crowd who 
gathered on the wharves and Battery and house- 
tops to see her go down the bay, had to wait a 
tedious hour and a half, before she was seen to 
start. Much of this should no doubt be charged 
to inexperience in the movement of so large a 
vessel ; but there would seem to be a good deal of 
miscalculation on the part of the managers, 
which must be cured if they wish to win the con- 
fidence and favor of the public. 

Then think of a crowd of from twelve to 
eighteen thousand people visiting the vessel daily 
for a week in midsummer, and remaining on 
board for hours, and no provision made to sup- 
ply them with cold water; and lemonade only 
to be obtained ata shilling a glass! There should 
have been a pipe carried on board from some 
Croton main, where every one could have satisfied 
the thirst of a July day free of charge. Anda 
wide-awake management would have seen to it 
that it was done. 

But enough of the Great Eastern. I hope she 
may have a successful future, and be able to ride 
the waves for many a year to come. 

Yours truly, =. 4. P. 
FURTHER DESCRIPTION OF THE GREAT EASTERN, 
BY ANOTHER CORRESPONDENT. 

On coming in sight of the ship I was some 
disappointed as to her size; but this is ow- 
ing, doubtless, to her faultless proportions.— 
It is only when compared with other ships, that 
her enormous size becomes apparent. After buy- 
ing our tickets on the wharf, we ascended an in- 
clined staging and made our entrance through a 
hole in the side, landing on the third deck. The 
entrance is near the stern of the vessel. It 
lands visitors in a small room, from which they 
ascend to the second deck and pass through a turn 
Stile which counts the number of visitors by its 
revolutions. From this room they go up a nar- 
row stairway, and emerge on to the main deck 
near the stern. There was such a crowd of peo- 
ple swarming over the ship that it was difficult to 
get around, especially in the stairways. Theship 
is built of 1ron, and separated into a number of 
different parts, by partitions or bulk-heads of 
iron, which extend from the deck through to the 


prevent the loss of the ship in case of accident, 
as only the compartment broken into can fill with 
water, they all being water-tight. In conse- 
quence of these partitions you can proceed only 
about 100 feet of the length of the vessel ata 
time, the only communication between the divis- 
ions being by way of the deck. Standing on the 
deck and looking over the side, you seem to be 
looking from the top of some high building; and 
if you ascend the paddle-box, you are higher than 
most of the houses in the city. I was particu- 
larly interested in the paddle-engines. They are 
the finest things of the kind that I ever saw. 

The ship itself looks rather weather-beaten, 
and requires a good deal of fixing up to be in first 
rate condition. The crew were about as ragged 
a set of sailors as I ever saw. G. heard one of 
them say that he did not know as much about 
the ship as one of the visitors, from which I in- 
ferred they stay in one part of the ship pretty 
much of the time. We were on the ship an hour 
and a half; and it would require much time, and 
more patience than I am possessed of, to give you 
now anything like a description of all that we 
saw. SolI will leave it till my return.—t. Rr. N. 





Extracts from Correspondence. 


Mansfield, Texas, July 12, 1860. 

Dear Frienps:—We desire through the Cir- 
cular to confess Christ in us a Savior from all sin, 
and our union with the Church at Oneida, We 
have had a few numbers of the Circular, and like 
its edifying spirit. We have also Bible Com- 
munism, and are reading and studying it with 
pleasure and profit. We believe in the principles 
your paper teaches, as those of the Kingdom of 
Heaven. 

My wife joins me in confessing Christ a Savior 
from sin. ‘With the heart man believeth unto 
reighteousness, and with the mouth confession is 
made unto salvation.” We wish you God speed. 

Yours in Christ, Joun. P. Exriotrs. 
JanE ELLIoTTE. 


[The following unfinished note from Mrs. H. 
Macknet, (whose death was noticed in the last 
Circular.) was addressed to a friend in the Com- 
munity, and is said to be about the last that she 
attempted to write :] 

Newark, N. J., June 27, 1860. 

Dear Sister :—My mind feels clear this morn- 
ing, and I will commence a note to you. I want 
to realize more fully than I do, that the reason 
why I tarry here, is, that all God’s will concern- 
ing me is notaccomplished. * . oe 
In my retirement God’s word 1s an invaluable 
treasure—its truths more real than any external 
thing; and the resurrection truths in the Circu- 
lar Lenjoy very much. My Savior deals out to 
me my daily portion, and at times the spiritual 
world seems very near. I think my dear sister, 
that our future destiny is an “‘elernal weight of 
glory!’ If we would bear this in mind, we should 
never be weary nor tire in our preparations for it. 
The other day I took up a Circular of July last, 
(Vol. VIII. No. 26,) and read the verses entitled, 
“Follow thy Path.’ They were a feast to me. 
And in the last Circular, also, the verses under 
the title, “ Toil, Love, and Trust.” 

We republish below the verses first referred 
to by Mrs. Macknet: 

Follow thy Path. 


Onward before thee, 
Gleameth thy path, 
Skies bending o’er thee 

May frown in wrath: 


Yet the light shineth, 
From the far gaté, 
Where, for thy coming, 

Fair angels wait. 


Onward, right onward! 
Turn not aside ; 

With those who linger 
Do not abide. 


They who would love thee. 
With thee must go, 

Earnestly striving 
Sternly to know, 


What unto each is 

The meaning of life, 
What for to-day is 
The duty or strife. 


Yonder before thee— 
Seize with thine eyes— 
Infinite glory, 
.Thy calling’s prize. 
Haste to attain it; 
Open thy heart, 
There let its fullness 
New life impart. 


Up then and forward 
To the bright band, 
Waiting to crown thee, 








dispensation of great ships would become com- 


bottom. This is to secure strength, and also to 


In that fair land. 





Home Paragraphs. 


PATIENCE AND THANKFULNESS. 

A patient, thankful spirit, is pleasing 
to God at all times, and under all cir- 
cumstances. It is through patience, 
long-suffering, and afflictions, that we 
are qualified to enter the presence of our 
Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, and to be- 
come citizens of the New Jerusalem, the 
city of the great King. In our conten- 
tion with the spirit of darkness and un- 
belief that exists at present in the world, 
we shall have occasion to use all the pa- 
tience we can command,—the demand is 
liable to exceed the supply; in which case 
it will be necessary for us to obtain the 
patience Christ possesses. This will re- 
quire genuine faith in Him, on our part. 
How often do we have occasion to ex- 
ercise patience toward those with whom 
we are associated ; and if our store of pa- 
tience becomes exhausted, we shall have 
to pass through many trials which we 
should otherwise escape, had we always a 
supply of faith and patience from which 
to draw in time of need. We should be 
thankful for all the blessings we are con- 
tinually receiving. A thankful, patient 
attitude is one that is receptive to the 
influx of the Spirit of Truth: it invites 
the Spirit of Christ to dwell in our hearts, 
and clears us from all evil-thinking and do- 
ing. A thankful spirit is promotive of our 
eternal happiness and welfare. A patient, 
thankful spirit is indispensable for our 
progress towards a perfect life, which ‘is 
the calling of every believer. Have we 
not much to be thankful for ? We should 
be thankful for all our experience, for all 
the trials and suffering it may be necess- 
ary for us to pass through. For it is 
through suffering that we are to be made 
perfect, and qualified to enter the pres- 


of God the Father, the giver of every 
good and perfect gift.—c. J. a. 


“aSK, AND YE SHALL RECEIVE.” 


I often look back with satisfaction, to 
points in my experience where I felt sure 
of God’s special guidance in answer to 
prayer. One that occurred some years ago 
is still vividly fresh in my remembrance. 
I had for a long time been in great doubt 
and perplexity upon a matter that seemed 
necessary to be decided at once, and 
yet I could come to no satisfactory con- 
clusion. I felt keenly how important it 
was that the right thing should be done, 
and yet whichever way I turned, moun- 
tains of difficulties rose before me, and 
the darkness of unbelief settled down 
upon my pathway. At last in a child- 
like way I laid my case before the Lord. 
This gave me immediate relief, and I felt 
sure that he would direct me. So I wait- 
ed and watched till my doubts were all 
removed ; then my way was as clear as 
the noonday sun, and I went forward 
with a light and joyous heart. The re- 
sult was most satisfactory—cheering to 
my faith. 

The “ Home Talk” “Practical Faith,” 
was a great help to me in solving my 
doubts, and clearing away the mists of 
unbelief in which I was enshrouded.— 
I then thought, how easy a thing it was 
to know the mind of the Lord; and I be- 
lieve so still, if we will only be simple- 
hearted and in earnest.—k., Y. J. 





A Homminc Birp’s Nest.—A California paper 
thus describes a humming bird’s Nest, in the 
garden of William Hawley, of Marysville : 

“The nest contains two of their young. It is 
about the size of a black walnut, of very fine 
texture, almost white, much resembling wovlen 
cloth, and firmly bound to the twig of a peach 
tree, within three feet of the ground. The young 
birds are not much larger than grains of coffee, 
and present a very singular appearance,” 














LETTERS NOT OTHERWISE ACKNOWLEDGED.—W. M. 
Perkins, Thomas Thurbur. 





